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LITERATURE REVIEW: CONCLUSION EXAMPLE

Title: “Second homes: Investigating local perceptions and
impact on communities in Cornwall”

Three principal inadequacies have been identified, illustrating the need for
further investigation. Firstly, the amount of literature on second homes is very
limited; widely neglected as a focus by a number of academics. The varied and
dispersed nature of second-home literature means that it has not been able to
develop as a mature literary realm (Haldrup, 2009; Hogart, 2001; Mcintyre et al.
2006).

Secondly, research on the second-home impacts is widely based on assumption.
Hypotheses are one-dimensional, assuming a simplistic relationship between
second homes and host communities that can be summarised in a universal
theory. The need for context and studies on individual communities is extensive;
“actual impacts...should be seen as an empirical question rather than assumed
to result from a standard cause-effect relationship” (Paris, 2009, p.306).
Thirdly, second homes are often blamed entirely for negative impacts; in reality
there are other factors that come into play. These include retirement migration,
globalisation, inadequate housing, internet shopping and supermarkets, low
wages, and the decline of ‘traditional’ industries (CRC, 2010; Gallent et al.,
2001; 2005; Oram et al., 2003; Shucksmith, 2000).

-
1

o

UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS



SKILLS@LIBRARY ONLINE
THE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY RESOURCES

The content of many previous studies can also be identified as insufficient: a
number of academics still focus too heavily on profiling second-home owners,
mapping distributions, and finding universal trends (Thornton, 1996). Field
research on the impacts of second homes on host communities is almost non-
existent. Local knowledge is very important to understand the complexities of
such a phenomenon, but many researchers have not used this as a resource. The
studies that do look at host communities have tended to aggregate ‘locals’ and
‘second-homers’ into categories regardless of their interests or opinions (Paris,
2009). Others ignore assessing the attitudes of second-home owners all together
(Girard and Gartner, 1993).

Although a number of contemporary studies attempt to develop new theories
about the implications of second-home ownership, there does not seem to be
much progression away from ‘traditional’ studies discussed in Section 2.3. Many
realms remain unexplored and questions go unanswered; this provides an agenda

for my own research.
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